STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 19, 341

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent
for Children and Fam |ies (DCF) denying his application for
Ceneral Assistance (GA) benefits. The issue is whether the
petitioner is facing a "catastrophic situation"” as defined by

the pertinent regul ations.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is a single nman who receives Soci al
Security disability benefits of $902 a nonth. Presently he
lives with his parents, but he also receives Food Stanps as a
separate househol d based on his disability. He also receives
Vermont Heal th Access Program (VHAP) pharnmacy benefits.

2. The petitioner applied for GA on Cctober 1, 2004
because he wants to nove out of his parent's hone. The
Depart ment deni ed the application because it did not find
that the petitioner was facing a catastrophic situation as

defined in the regul ations.
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3. At a hearing held by phone on Novenber 17, 2004, at
whi ch the petitioner was acconpani ed and ably assisted by his
counsel or at the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, the
petitioner alleged that he occasionally has problens |iving
with his parents. At this tinme, however, there is no
i ndication either that they have asked himto | eave their
home or that his living there constitutes a threat to his

health, safety, or well being.?

ORDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS
The General Assistance regul ations provide that
househol ds with incone in excess of the Reach Up Fi nanci al
Assi stance (RUFA) nmaxi mum can only receive additional
financial assistance if they are experiencing a "catastrophic
situation". See WA M 2600 et. seq. The petitioner's

incone is well in excess of the RUFA paynent |evel for a one-

1 As he has at several past Fair Hearings, the petitioner raised

i nstances of "abuse", "fraud", and "ID theft" that have reportedly
happened to himin the past. The petitioner was advised to reapply for
GA if and when he is ever w thout housing. He was al so advised of the
availability of a Town Service Oficer if he faces an energency situation
on a weekend, and of the investigative and renedi ati on services of the
Department of Aging and Disabilities (DAD) if he believes hinself to be
the victimof abuse.
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person household. WA M 88 2244-2249. The GA regul ations
define a catastrophic situation in the context of an
energency need for housing as "a court ordered eviction or
constructive eviction". WA M 8§ 2602.1

As noted above, the petitioner's allegations in this
matter do not indicate that he is facing any i mm nent | oss of
housing or that his present situation threatens his health or
safety. Thus, it nmust be concluded that the requirenents to
qualify for cash assistance under the catastrophic situation
provi si ons of GA have not been net.
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